
C O R R I G E N D U M

After the Water Account, Australia 2000–01 was released in May 2004 some errors were
detected in the published data. This publication corrects these errors which were in:

! Chapter 1 Introduction and main findings
! Chapter 9 Water use—Households
! Chapter 10 Water stocks.

In chapter 1, page 8, in table 1.3 the Industry Gross Value Added (IGVA) for the Agriculture
industry has been corrected from $9,618m to $20,072m. This change does not affect the
estimate of the gross value of irrigated agricultural production presented in chapter 5.

In chapter 9, page 87, graph 9.4 has been changed from the proportion of the population with
rainwater tanks to the proportion of households throughout Australian states and territories
with rainwater tanks. The relevant text on page 87 has been corrected accordingly. In addition,
within table 9.8, page 89, the row showing the proportion of the population with rainwater
tanks has been removed and the row showing the proportion of households has been
corrected.

In chapter 10, page 98, the mean annual run-off and developed yield of surface water stocks
in table 10.9 have been ammended for most states and territories. In addition, the Australian
developed yield has been ammended. The relevant text relating to table 10.9 on page 93 has
also been corrected. No other pages in the publication have been ammended. We apologise for
any inconvenience that the publication of these errors may have caused.

Susan Linacre

Acting Australian Statistician
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! For further information
about these and related
statistics, contact the
National Information
and Referral Service on
1300 135 070.
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(a) Water consumption for irrigated agriculture only. Industry Gross Value
Added (IGVA) and employment represent all irrigated and non-irrigated
agriculture.

(b) Includes Services to agriculture; hunting and trapping.
(c) Includes sewerage and drainage services.
Source: ABS 2001a, ABS 2002a, ABS 2002d.

405 7767 386 258832 100Other
4 22219 0671 793 953Water supply(c)

11 12948 1591 687 778Electricity and gas supply
73 3541 101 669866 061Manufacturing
33 97578 891400 622Mining

1 54662 28826 924Forestry and fishing(b)
20 072369 37916 660 381Agriculture(a)

$mno.ML

IGVAEmployment

Water

consumption

WATER CONSUMPTION, EMPLOYMENT AND IGVA, by se lec ted indust r ies

—2000–  011.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

8 A B S • W A T E R A C C O U N T • 4 6 1 0 . 0 • 2 0 0 0 – 0 1

CH A P T E R 1 • I N T R O D U C T I O N A N D M A I N F I N D I N G S



Use of reuse water by households is virtually non-existent in Australia. Current health

legislation and the absence of infrastructure, are among the reasons for the absence of

mains supply of reuse water to households. However, there are several examples of

houses that have on-site grey water recycling capabilities in Australia. This policy is

widely supported by environment agencies and government departments. (For example

see Queensland Water Recycling Strategy Paper, Water Development Plan for

Tasmania and the South Australian State Water Plan 2000). On-site recycling and reuse

is out of scope for this edition of the water account, these volumes are not reported in

this publication.

Reuse water

The actual volume of water from rainwater tanks used by households in Australia is

poorly understood. In the water account, water use from rainwater tanks is included in

the self-extracted component of the estimates.

NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT

%

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

PROPORT ION OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH RAINWATER TANKS— March
2001
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New South Wales (236,000). The lowest number of rainwater tanks was recorded in the

Australian Capital Territory (2,500) and the Northern Territory (700).

Graph 9.4 shows the proportion of households with rainwater tanks. South Australia had

the highest proportion of rainwater tanks with 51.8% of households reporting they had a

rainwater tank. This was followed by Queensland (17.5%) and Tasmania (17.2%). The

state or territory with the lowest proportion of households with rainwater tanks was the

Northern Territory, with 1.3% of households reporting that they had a rainwater tank.

Rainwater tanks

cont inue d
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Note: Data not available for Tasmania and the Northern Territory.

Sums may not necessarily equal due to rounding.
Source: ActewAGL 2003; Day, P. 2003, personal communication; Sydney

Water 2001; Water Corporation 2001; WaterSmart 2001;
Waterwise (n.d.).
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WATER USE, Househo lds by locat ion of use —2000–  019.7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Source: ABS 2001d

15.72.01.317.210.451.817.513.59.7Proportion of households with rainwater tanks (%)
1155.72.50.732.876.3318.6244.0244.7236.0Number ('000)

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

RAINWATER TANKS—MARCH 20019.8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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The volume of groundwater that exists in Australia is not known with certainty. The

volume changes as water percolates through the ground to aquifers (underground water

resources) and through water being extracted (e.g. from bores). Instead of an absolute

measure of groundwater stock, a proxy is used. This is the amount of water that can be

sustainably extracted, referred to as sustainable yield. Sustainable yield is defined by the

NLWRA (2001) as:

Groundwater stocks

Developed yield (also referred to as Economic Allocated volumes) is the average annual

volume of water that can be diverted for use with the existing infrastructure

(NLWRA 2001). The developed yield demonstrates the extent to which surface water

assets are, or can be, used. In 2000 developed yield was approximately 20,870 GL

representing 5% of Australia's MAR.  Map 10.2 and table 10.9 show developed yield, while

map 10.3 shows the developed yield as a percentage of MAR in 2000. Map 10.4 shows the

change in developed yield as a percentage of MAR between 1985 and 2000.

Some of the MAR is used in the period it falls (e.g. the calendar or financial year) but part

of this resource is stored in dams to be used in the future. The amount of water held in

dams is also part of the water stock and this is examined later in the chapter. The

amount of water stored in dams is an important consideration for water managers. For

example, when levels of water fall below average levels then decisions about water

allocation are often made. This was the case recently during the severe drought

conditions experienced in much of Australia after the reference period of this water

account. Many agricultural producers had their water allocations reduced, while water

restrictions were placed on households in many urban areas (see Year Book Australia,

2004 (cat. no. 1301.0)) (ABS 2004b).
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SURFACE WATER, Change in deve loped yie ld as a percen tage
of Mean Annua l Run-o f f (MAR) —1985–2000

10.4
Surface water  cont inued
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Source: Adapted from AWRC 1987a, AWRC 1987b, NLWRA 2001.
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Note: Sums may not necessarily equal totals due to rounding.— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

28674551858211500 mg/L and over
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1 510 518182 917—588 56860029 750707 1331 5503000–5000 mg/L
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1500 mg/L and over

20 980 3175 154 2112 352 5423 955 427964 0052 487 0301 406 9174 660 184Total

2 669 924454 972449995 171679 515119 460386 35734 0001000–1500 mg/L
8 093 462287 238766 7051 061 380228 640994 530827 0003 927 969500–1000 mg/L

10 216 9304 412 0011 585 3881 898 87655 8501 373 040193 560698 215Less than 500 mg/L
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Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y,      
Melbourne Vic 3001

POST

(03) 9615 7848FAX

subscriptions@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 366 323PHONE

ABS subscription services provide regular, convenient and
prompt deliveries of selected ABS publications and
products as they are released. Email delivery of monthly
and quarterly publications is available.

  

W H Y N O T S U B S C R I B E ?

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Data already published that can be provided within five
minutes will be free of charge. Our information consultants
can also help you to access the full range of ABS
information—ABS user pays services can be tailored to
your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be
purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with
analytical or methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N S E R V I C E

For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of
Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings,
Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price
Index call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77c per minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC

For current and historical Consumer Price Index data, call
1902 981 074 (call cost 77c per minute).

CPI INFOLINE

A range of ABS publications is available from public and
tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest library
to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you require,
or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

LIBRARY

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS web site is the best place to
start for access to summary data from our latest
publications, information about the ABS, advice about
upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a
statistical profile.

INTERNET

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N . . .
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